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Motlified cars are
rutrely successful.

JERE4,IY CLARKSON

found one tbat ß

r D 1973. rt ws pqfd dy noroal for P@fle t)
ls@ tnc bac.k pases of tle New Musical

I Express. seküs out advefls for nail ddd
Itooos, wbich, at a piüt!, @uld doüble ar
spioa.t6. fte!, wheD ü€ 24-i! Lioüels
dived tbeqÄ! the post, tbe fs! thing we atdid
wa to t*e them b ou Eolhers, who would
ins6t V-sh4ed pi@s of brcq velvet to mate
üem ev€ dore flaed-

we'd b@ givd the best büt i wdn't good
eDough. I had a pan ofprpl€ l@!s wbich were
so voluiloüt rolud my ekls, tlat I ddiln't
80 out if it wa widdy.

Tbe..'6 üe tlirg. By.ltding the b6ic
d6igD, I had rüiqed lbe origiral @lcept

Now, this wa orry a P3n of trous, t ut
ehat if you alter the bsic d6i€! of eEething
tba! has @st you tbousdits, Lk€ a 6, ad th@

M@rifactueß donl always 8et it right, but
behiod ev6y new car is a bilio! doll6' worth
of r*arc]h arddevelopmeDt Someof üewül,C's

Ereatest bmils have b€o dlloyol to bledd
sryle, powe.. @Äo@y dd lolgevi9 ioto what
shoutd be e äffordable pa.tag€, but this d6n't
sroptheodd clevsdick rhirring he@ do beder-

I have driven a fan few Eodified ds, ud
usually they'r pre$y bad. Eved 

'f 
they'repretty

Sood. yoD know tbal tbe qsik rrll do apdsall.
imiraboD or Nseslki aftq it ba @vqed a few

Today, it's all the üge to chdge the el@
t olic chip whicb gove.ls the eogile Duage-
Deur s'stem, ed 6is does bale a Edked eff@!.
The Es@rt Coswon! that Fod sels produc6
227 bbp, but cheSe its büi! - a very 4yjob

dd yo! drive bome wirb up io 41lO bhp utrdü
yoü riSht f@r I dod't hop pbat i\at d6 tr
lonSevitt or fuel @ßumptio! - 

quite a lo! I
should üink - but at l€t a coeo.th's chdsis
co tzke the ext a powd.

tst wek. I dftve a H'll@e. which wa
daigned b dossdesens dd Ei, wß- Thß one

fcaorcd a 7 li!.e edgile and so mdy loys thal rt
weigLed thra tons- lt wd tle mosr hopel6s off

Tho {bse wa ajagud XJS wbich had bed
exldsively oodified e tha! its 4 l;be engiDe
p.odüced 500 bb!. The tbubie ws i1 felt morc
[]e50bhp It also hi@u6b€! a! idlc, rcfüsed to
.cv above 5,0:rl .pd ud prcducsl süch a d.ead
tul din tlrat, after tbre mil6. I d@ied sooe
Dispdn Happily, afb. thre diles. it had rud out
of Ftol so l had ro stop olsa-v. somdde bad
p.id !16,000 for ft,s con!€^rnn. .i ro0 of LIrc

t34,00O D@ded forsnew Ja& ed he'd €nded up
with inpossible-b-iosue, u@ofoltaue usa
leable, add !üetiable nöbish.

Now you co sldt to se why I d so w.ry of
li*e@l-ü dr c{s- You €n also se shY I P4
so warf of tlc Overidch RoSc Rovd. The
slpcification shet showed that this Hdpsh;Ie
baied engi!€d!s (mp.nyhad e&o the world's
finst off{oad vehicle, and ruiocd its otr'oad
ability-

Range Roveß bave always sded over tbeir
livals whd tbey re ac&aUy i! the @uDFyside

b6a6e they bave such dloDisbing ane a'ticu
latioD, which cnsü* tlat a[ dDen qt6 de ü
@ntact *ith somethiDg, tbus siving the dJivq
gop.

Overfilch ft ad'rcll bd which sligbtiY
[6it i\is addlatiot- They arso ürow away tbe

standdd. koobbly oftuoad tyrB ad fit et&rlt
Ihe sde rubbwcü that 86 on a BeddeY

Tübo. Thc naD fFs Ovdfnch onlmed dY
woßt ftu: 'Don'! whalwelfou do. lälk. n nlo
dep nud otr tbose tyres."

Whaf s üc rbiDt of a Range Rorcr L\at ge
all shy wbeü it s6 sone dud?

Pan ofüc a6ws@mB wben you lifl uP tnc
boüet, b@!* iDstcld of üe uual ldd Rover
ddie, tberc\ a thunping 8t€t 5 litre Chcv-
roletVS. MmIm, Dy kind ofmotor' Andwben
you climb irN;de you will be
b€ause the diak havc a F@üi€sque look aod

thc leaüc. Rccdo sals a body hu8gi!8 slbny
fccl to 1ten. Thcn you tDnr L\c key and the bem
b€onrs ;D&od.se!t This .d d€sn r Just

slarL Itexplod6- And Seo you sit üererewing
it, f€ling tle whole body shuddd dd shake s
the exhausls rIMh pindows fü niles euDd.

The dti-oll b6 dd tonghened'uP sbo.k ab-

soöqsdnpletely lraßfomits behaviou. With
fou-whel ddae &d those BeDtley Tübo trr6,

You ce stilleojoy l,!at lofty seaijl8 position
od the sbd style &d p.acticality of a Raüse
Rovd, but this hs towqjlg pqfoll@@ ad
stDrts@ bandline. It is all thlss 10 all ncn- It

It is oot ch@p, tlough- Quite a?rn fton the
pri@of astardaldRügeRover youcusedd
thed a 6ed de ifyou like 

- 
yoq {e 16!ing al

a bill for {1?,606 for the lraDsfornariod. A
then you will be locky to reru! mo.e tbd l,1npg
using supcr ul€ded - the OverlD.b has !o

Without tbe dsdetic cha!8es il 6str
!11,000. If you just wet rhd to chaqe you
suspensiotr - ä vdy gmd idea a! o y 1895.

Remsbcr lho!8h Llat tou de altetu8 a
baic ds18o. No smrl eogioenng @npany
ce match the rc$ures and lesting facil;tiA of
a najo. playe. hkc L@d Rover. Howcyer*her
aü is eid dd done Iad loncsdr say i! soocot
dre five bct eß I h.ve everdriYcn.

Hot.po! Rando Rov€. Ov6rflnch. Photogt th by MPA Flngat


